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SAHA Studio Open kicks off on 25 May!

Founded in Beyoğlu-İstanbul for artists, curators, writers, and researchers, SAHA Studio opens its doors on 25 May 2022 with the end-of-term presentations. Eser Epözdemir, Berat Işık, Ali Miharbi, İz Öztat and TUNCA have been working in various media at SAHA Studio since October 2021 and the outcome will be on view between 25 and 28 May from 12 to 7 pm. A series of events are also organized within the scope of SAHA Studio Open, which allows the audiences to obtain further contextual insight regarding the works produced with SAHA’s support. SAHA, which now celebrates a decade of projects supporting contemporary art from Turkey, has invited the resident artists by the selection committee, namely artist Gülsün Karamustafa, curator Özge Ersoy, and SAHA director and curator Çelenk Bafra through nominations by independent curators and the SAHA Studio alumni. 

In order to impart conceptual and process-driven details of their respective works, a series of talks and conversations are organized in collaboration with the artists: Eser Epözdemir invites Serhan Ada to a conversation that aims to draw a correlation between water and time. Berat Işık, whose work addresses the socio-political matters and the issue of memory with reference to cinema, chats with Yekhan Pınarlıgil over the shared language of these two disciplines. Ali Miharbi sheds light on certain concepts mentioned in the artist book, which was compiled in the pandemic period from the notes he has been keeping since 2016, in view of his work. İz Öztat, shares the collective working methods and processes of her work fabricating a chapter of Zişan's (auto)biography along with her collaborator Ra, whereas TUNCA and Ezgi Bakçay’s conversation coupled with a gastronomic performance will take the audience on a journey through the utopias and dystopias of individual and social history, against the backdrop of our day.

Offering its participants dialogue, collaboration and learning opportunities owing to SAHA's local and international partnerships, SAHA Studio provides research and production funds with a long-term studio and co-working space for its residents. SAHA Studio hosts not only visual artists from different parts of Turkey but also international curators and researchers to facilitate their research in interaction with the art scene of Istanbul.



SAHA Studio Open
25-28 May 2022
Everyday from 12 to 7 pm 

Artist Talks and Conversations:
  
25 May 2022, Wednesday
 
05.00-06.00 pm 	Ali Miharbi, Raw Material
06.00-07.00 pm	Eser Epözdemir & Serhan Ada, A Place, water with time 
 
26 May 2022, Thursday
 
06.00-07.00 pm	İz & Ra, In the making: Boo Boo
 
27 May 2022, Friday
 
05.00-06.00 pm	Berat Işık & Yekhan Pınarlıgil, A conversation on dazzling, light, and memory
06.00-07.00 pm	TUNCA & Ezgi Bakçay, 3-2-1!



SAHA Studio
Sıraselviler Cad. No: 35 / 1 (Floor -2), Cihangir, Beyoğlu, 34433 İstanbul
info@saha.org.tr

www.saha.org.tr 

facebook.com/SAHA-Dernegi
twitter.com/SAHA
instagram.com/sahadernegi/






About the SAHA Studio Artists

Eser Epözdemir Born in 1984 in Istanbul, the artist studied Fine Arts at Valencia Polytechnic University and Painting at Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University. She completed her master's degree at Sabancı University, Visual Arts and Visual Communication Design Department. She focuses on cultural heritage, systemic change, ecological justice, health policies, mechanisms of functioning, inclusion/equality/apathy, the relationship between individual and space, and the way things relate to each other. In addition to her artistic productions, she worked in various areas of the art and culture industry such as magazines and radio. Between 2013 and 2015, she was the managing editor and broadcaster of the Açık Dergi (Açık Radyo) program. In addition to her research and productions, the artist provides Culture and Art Accessibility Consultancy for individuals with different physical characteristics.

Berat Işık Born in 1976 in Diyarbakır, the artist studied Painting at Dicle University. Işık has mostly used video in his works since the late 1990s. He was introduced to conceptual art before his university education, and it has become the main theme of his productions. The video productions of the artist, who adopts a critical and ironic language on migration, culture, social problems, and social identities, have a utopian vision and a performative quality. In his videos where black humor is the main ground, Işık questions the impact of popular culture on collective memory. While taking a critical look at contemporary society and underlines the delicate situation experienced by minorities in Turkey, he considers the sensitivity of the subjects that he deals with great care and attention. In addition to his videos, the forms he produces in various media are viewed as the expression of the social memory layers intertwined with the artist's individual identity and personal memory. He lives and works in Diyarbakır.
www.beratisik.com

Ali Miharbi Born in 1976 in Istanbul, the artist acquired a dual degree in Electrical & Computer Engineering (BS) and Art Theory & Practice - Painting (BA) at Northwestern University. He completed his MFA from Virginia Commonwealth University. Ali Miharbi creates work that takes a variety of forms that range from photographic, graphic, sonic, or sculptural pieces to dynamic systems driven by live or stored data. Games with changed rules, machines that scratch, whip, tickle the walls of the exhibition space, or sighing, groaning, whispering air flows are some examples that viewers of his work can encounter. Navigating among social, technical, and historical perspectives in a seriously playful manner, Miharbi explores the emergence and evolution of complex systems, our symbiotic relationship with artificial objects and the materiality behind the information. He lives and works in Istanbul. 
www.alimiharbi.com

İz Öztat Born in 1981 in Istanbul, the artist studied at Oberlin College, Visual Arts in her bachelor’s degree, and earned her master’s degree in Visual Arts and Communication Design at Sabancı University. Her practice engages with diverse forms and media defined by her research. Her individual and collective artistic practice focuses on the return of the suppressed past in the present, questioning official narratives through the possibilities of fiction, struggles for water to flow free, the influence of education in constructing the artist and consensual negotiation of power relations. She has been engaged in an untimely collaboration with Zişan (1894 – 1970) who appears to her as an alter ego, a ghost, and a historical figure. Her academic articles, essays and fictional texts have been published in various media. Öztat participated in artist residency program in Amman, Berlin, London, Madrid, Mexico City, Oslo, Paris, and Yerevan.
www.izoztat.com

TUNCA Born in Izmir in 1982, the artist is a graduate of Mimar Sinan University’s Faculty of Fine Arts. Since the early 2000s, his interest has mainly focused on processes of subjectivation at play against and within meta-narratives of history and politics. His multi-faceted practice ranging from drawing and canvas painting to sculptural forms, video and performance captures the material residues of history as components of collective memory. Historical sublimation and ideological constructs of social and political events are central issues in his practice. He investigates the monumental layers of memory ranging from official histories to individual stories, and he frames, within his art practice, the phenomenon of testimony beyond documentarism. His research-based practice is historiographic, in the sense that it figuratively excavates, reconstructs, and reenacts the past. Since 2014, the artist realizes a series of performances around gastronomy, history, and politics while he resides and works in Ayvalık.
www.tuncasubasi.com
















About SAHA

SAHA Association was founded to support artists, curators, and writers working in visual arts from Turkey in improving their production and development environments, and to enhance their interactions with international art institutions and networks. SAHA is a not-for-profit organization that offers its support to visual arts through a participatory approach in governance and fundraising with its members, institutional supporters, project partners, and consultants. 
SAHA;
· Collaborates with not-for-profit organizations to realize exhibitions, publications, projects and public programs by the invited artists and curators; over the course of the specific project, SAHA acts as a facilitator and gives production grants if necessary. 
· Establishes partnerships with residency and research programs abroad to facilitate the participation of art professionals from Turkey; works directly with the artists and curators invited to SAHA Studio in Istanbul for their new projects and to expand their networks. 
· Helps art institutions and professionals to conduct research in Turkey and to produce new projects with artists and curators that they would like to invite. 
· Develops funds and programs geared towards contemporary art biennials, art initiatives and art writers in different parts of the country to foster sustainability of independent artistic production in Turkey. 
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