
SAHA believes in the importance of collective effort to create an independent
“field” [saha] that helps integrate art from Turkey into the universal artistic

ecosystem. SAHA is an NGO that offers its support to visual arts through a
participatory approach in governance and fundraising with its members,

supporters, partners, and consultants. 
In nine years, we supported over 370 artists, curators, writers, and art initiative
projects in 163 not-for-profit art institutions in 39 countries. While we conceive

special projects for SAHA’s 10th year, we are thrilled to present our annual
report 2020, summarizing the art projects we conceived or supported, our

grants and international collaborations; and programmes for SAHA’s members
and audiences. 

"SAHA is a ground-breaking institution dedicated to fostering
contemporary art and creativity in Turkey. Its support of
artists from Istanbul and all over Turkey on international
platforms expresses its global vision. I have had the privilege
of working with SAHA both in dOCUMENTA (13) in 2012 and
for the Istanbul Biennial in 2015, and I have always been
impressed by SAHA's ability to nurture artistic practices in
Turkey through studio residency programs, artistic
production and scholarly publications. SAHA puts people
together and makes art happen."

Carolyn Christov-Bakargiev

Please check our new website and follow us on social media, for the updates
on our projects, open calls, and collaborations. 

SAHA Annual Report 2020

We are thrilled to present the 9th SAHA Annual Report, summarizing the art
projects we supported, the programs we conceived, and our international
collaborations, as well as the events organized for SAHA's members,
supporters and audiences.

How to apply

International non-profit art institutions and visual arts organizations may apply
to SAHA for the exhibitions of artists and curators invited from
Turkey. Applications will be accepted continuously on the condition that they
are made a minimum of 6 months prior to the date of the presentation of the
project (exhibition opening, book launch, etc.) SAHA’s grant scheme
prioritizes production costs of artworks, artist fees for new commissions and
monographic publications. 

Refik Anadol, Pınar Yoldaş | Biennale Achitettura 2021,

Italy

SAHA provides support for Refik Anadol's and Pınar Yoldaş's projects
commissioned for the 17th International Architecture Exhibition curated by
architect and scholar Hashim Sarkis, on 22 May – 21 November 2021. Refik
Anadol Studio’s main inquiry in Sense of Space is to focus on multiple
meanings of awareness from a unique perspective at the intersection of
architecture, neuroscience, biological sciences, visual arts, and machine
learning. In Pınar Yoldaş's installation Three Oceans, three major problems are
determined and three archipelagos of speculative life are designed to reflect
upon these issues.

Seçil Yaylalı | Creatively Roero, Italy

SAHA provides support for Seçil Yaylalı's project for Creatively Roero, held on
23 May – 31 December 2021. Creatively Roero was established with the aim of
building a network meant to enhance the historic villages of Roero and places
tied to creativity involving national and international artists, and to promote
cultural activities of high value. Seçil Yaylalı is hosted in Santa
Vittoria d’Alba, her project is made of three public installations, two permanent
sculptures, and one temporary installation. 

Barış Göktürk | The Boiler@ELM Foundation, New York,

USA

SAHA provides support for Barış Göktürk's solo exhibition at The Boiler@ELM
Foundation held on 15 May – 15 August 2021. For the Guest Artist Program,
Göktürk undertakes a large-scale project consisting of works that move
between painting, sculpture, and installation. For his project at the Boiler, the
artist looks into public dancing as a space of joy, revolt, and acknowledgment of
life and death. 

Nilbar Güreş | Kunsthaus Pasquart, Biel, Switzerland

SAHA provides publication support for Nilbar Güreş's solo show at Kunsthaus
Pasquart, held on 17 April – 13 June 2021. Güreş's work deals with social
questions such as cultural diversity or queer modes of life and highlights the
possibilities of an open society. Fabrics are also often the basis for Nilbar
Güreş’s sculptures, sometimes in the form of cushions, which are used as
dowry in Turkey. In Sour as a Lemon, fabric is transferred from the traditional
context of handicraft to the (trans)gender political narratives of the sculptures. 

Gözde İlkin | 13th Gwangju Biennale, South Korea

SAHA provides support for Gözde İlkin's project at the 13th Gwangju Biennale
"Minds Rising, Spirits Tuning", held on 1 April – 9 May 2021, curated by Defne
Ayas and Natasha Ginwala. For her new project at the biennale, the artist
collaborates with prominent author, Sema Kaygusuz. SAHA also provided
funding for Özge Ersoy, Begüm Özden Fırat, and Zeyno Pekünlü's participation
in the biennale's public program “From Istanbul to Gwangju: Archiving the
Unarchivable in Uprisings” in November 2020. 

KeKeÇa | 11th Liverpool Biennial, UK

SAHA provides support for KeKeÇa’s participation in the 11th Liverpool
Biennial, held on 20 March – 6 June 2021. KeKeÇa Body Percussion Ensemble
delivers a series of weekly interactions, including digital performances and
virtual lessons with participating groups, throughout the duration of the Biennial.
Acknowledging the body as a place of lived experience, audiences will be
encouraged to participate using their own bodies as percussive instruments.

Please click here to watch KeKeÇa's project Fluid.

Dorian Sarı | Kunstmuseum Basel | Gegenwart, Switzerland

SAHA provides production support for Dorian Sarı’s solo exhibition
at Kunstmuseum Basel | Gegenwart, held on 13 Februrary – 24 May
2021. Curated by Philipp Selzer and Sarah Wiesendanger, “Post-
Truth” features new videos and sculptures by Dorian Sarı in two galleries at the
Kunstmuseum Basel | Gegenwart and in the brook that flows through the
museum. 

Barış Doğrusöz, Merve Elveren, Zeyno Pekünlü, Aykan
Safoğlu | 39th EVA International, Limerick, Ireland

SAHA provides support for Barış Doğrusöz, Zeyno Pekünlü, Aykan Safoğlu’s
commissioned works at the 39th EVA International, and for Merve Elveren,
curator of the Guest Programme, titled Little did they know. Projects by
Doğrusöz, Pekünlü and Safoğlu will be on view during the Phase 2 of the
program.

The Sequential | SALT, Istanbul, Turkey

SAHA provides support for five solo presentations by Barış Doğrusöz, Deniz
Gül, Volkan Aslan, Aykan Safoğlu, and the duo Fatma Belkıs & Onur Gökmen
at SALT throughout 2021. Supported by SAHA, "The Sequential" will be
included in the 2021-2022 public programs of three member institutions of
L’Internationale—Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía (Madrid),
Muzeum Sztuki Nowoczesnej w Warszawie (Warsaw) and M HKA, The
Museum of Contemporary Art (Antwerp)—following the initial presentations at
SALT Galata. Following Barış Doğrusöz’s exhibition in January-March 2021, the
second presentation "Scratch and Surface" by Deniz Gül is now on view at
SALT Galata in Istanbul until 13 June. 

Erdem Taşdelen | Mercer Union, Toronto, Canada

SAHA provides support for Erdem Taşdelen's solo exhibition "A Minaret for the
General’s Wife," at Mercer Union held on 21 November 2020 –
25 April 2021. The starting point for Erdem Taşdelen’s commissioned work is a
little-known architectural oddity located in the Lithuanian city of Kėdainiai,
approximately 120 km from the capital Vilnius. At Mercer Union, Taşdelen
presents primary sources, translations, and fabulations referencing
the Kėdainiai Minaret in equal measure, compelling the viewer to consider the
confounding dichotomy between the authenticity of a material record and the
myriad truths spoken by subjective experience.

Aslı Çavuşoğlu | MASS MoCA, Massachussets, USA

SAHA provides support for Aslı Çavuşoğlu's new project for "Kissing Through
the Curtain" at Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art, held on 11 July
2020 – 31 October 2021. Invited artists address boundaries, and attempts to
communicate across them—not just between different languages, but also
between nations, cultures, media, bodies, and individual minds. Çavuşoğlu’s
exhibition-within-an-exhibition is titled With Just the Push of a
Voice, bringing together three new commissions and several existing works.

Please click here for the exhibition guide.
 

SAHA Collaborations

Through long-term and sustainable partnerships with international institutions,
SAHA supports artists, curators, and researchers from Turkey in residency and
curatorial programs outside of Turkey. In 2020, Sena Başöz completed
a residency in London, at Delfina Foundation, working on a new performance
piece to be premiered at Block Universe festival in 2022. Artist Nihat
Karataşlı participated in Ashkal Alwan’s Home Workspace Program in Beirut
in 2019-2020. Curator Alper Turan was in residency at the Slavs and
Tatars Studio in Berlin in Fall 2020. In Amsterdam, Naz Kocadere completed
the ten-month De Appel Curatorial Programme and artist Özgür
Atlagan, extended his two-year residency at the Rijksakademie until May
2021. SAHA's collaboration with the International Studio & Curatorial
Program will resume in late 2021, supporting the participation of an artist to the
program in New York for 3 months.

The Alternative Art School

“Artists Around the World Teaching Artists Around the World” at the Alternative
Art School, led by Nato Thompson. In March, TAAS made an open call and
received 36 applications from Turkey to offer two artists the opportunity to join
the TAAS global art community and participate in their online course offerings
with SAHA's partnership. The jury panel, namely curator Çelenk Bafra, former
TAAS participant artist Vahap Avşar, and author, curator Nato Thompson,
invited two emerging artists, namely Ege Okal and Ozan Atalan, to attend
Quarter 2, 30 April – 18 June and Quarter 4, 22 October – 17 December,
respectively. 

SAHA Studio hosts artists and curators

Conceived by SAHA as a platform of interaction and production for artists and
curators, SAHA Studio has been hosting 5 artists since mid-January: Yasemin
Nur, Onur Gökmen, Ege Kanar, Bengü Karaduman, and Merve Ünsal.
Writer/programmer Murat Alat and curator Eva Vaslamatzi were also invited by
SAHA Studio in 2021. SAHA Studio provides artists and art professionals with a
co-working and studio space in Istanbul, in addition to curatorial guidance and
research and production grant for their projects and exhibitions. 

SAHA Art Writing | "I Want To Believe"

Invited by the SAHA Studio Selection Committee, Murat Alat is the resident
writer and programmer of SAHA Studio throughout the year 2021.

Alat’s series of articles "Living Matter" focuses on artworks that investigate the
potentials of matter and delve into its different states, selected from the projects
supported by SAHA in the last ten years. The first article of the series is titled "I
Want To Believe", focusing on Banu Cennetoğlu's and Yasemin Özcan's
collaborative work What is it that you are worried about?, produced for
the Project Biennial D-0 ARK Underground in Bosnia-Herzegovina in 2013. 

ARTWORKS, Athens, Greece

In partnership with ARTWORKS, SAHA hosts one of ARTWORKS' curatorial
fellows in Istanbul May–July 2021. Eva Vaslamatzi will come from Athens to
conduct her research in Istanbul and join the local resident artists and curators
in residency at SAHA Studio. 
 

The Octopus Programme

Through a unique partnership with 11 international institutions from seven
countries, the Octopus Programme has selected 10 outstanding artists to take
part in the programme during the academic years 2021/2022. SAHA Studio
artist Bengü Karaduman is amongst the participating artists; SAHA Studio
director Çelenk Bafra acts both as one of the curators and lecturers of
the Octopus Programme, led by curator and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Başak Şenova.
Scheduled between April 2021 and July 2022, it is a guided, research-based
educational programme, which encourages artistic research and production-
based collaborations between academies, art institutions, students, and
professionals and includes diverse presentation modes, processes of research
and documentation taking form within and from different geographies. The
Octopus programme will be defined collectively by University of Applied Arts
Vienna; Kamel Lazaar Foundation, Tunis; Konstfack University of Arts, Crafts
and Design, Stockholm; Index – The Swedish Contemporary Art
Foundation; The University of Pretoria; The Centre for The Less Good Idea,
Johannesburg; Birzeit University, the Palestinian Museum, Birzeit; Khalil
Sakakini Cultural Center, Ramallah; SAHA Association, Istanbul; Publics,
Helsinki; and Saastamoinen Foundation, Helsinki.

Library of Short Distances & Dear Laurie, Dear Gülşah

Borga Kantürk and Gülşah Mursaloğlu published their artist books, conceived
and produced at SAHA Studio in 2020. Borga Kantürk’s Library of Short
Distances is accompanied by “Book of Short Distances,” which is a set of books
in the form of three booklets that can be experienced in connection with each
other or separately. Gülşah Mursaloğlu's Dear Laurie, Dear Gülşah is a
publication that brings together the correspondence between A. Laurie Palmer
and Gülşah Mursaloğlu across distant geographies from April to September
2020.

Naz Kocadere | de Appel, Amsterdam, Netherlands

This may or may not be a true story or a lesson in resistance is the final

https://www.instagram.com/sahadernegi/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/sahadernegi/?eid=ARCJj1oP7v6XgjzSJA9pdNfbc9rv9YYhzou-FBq2wWMDA9tKMubWrgjedRtca_6T608EhNq_v68DpQ42
https://twitter.com/SAHA_Istanbul
https://www.linkedin.com/in/saha-dernegi-542168b7/
https://vimeo.com/sahaassociation


This may or may not be a true story or a lesson in resistance is the final
outcome of de Appel’s Curatorial Programme 2019/2020 in which
Naz Kocadere’s participation was supported by SAHA within the scope of
SAHA Studio. Due to the restrictions surrounding COVID-19, the
participants Thomas Butler, Sharmyn Cruz Rivera, Juan Fernando López, Iris
Ferrer, Danai Giannoglou, and Naz Kocadere imagined the project as an
“exhibition in print” in which Dilek Winchester, one of the artists in residency at
SAHA Studio in 2020, was invited with a new work. 

SAHA Sustainability Funds:

As part of SAHA Art Initiatives Sustainability Fund 2020-2021, SAHA
supports 10 independent art initiatives from 5 different cities and online
platforms throughout the year 2021: 5533 (Istanbul), Analytic Art
Group (Mersin), Are
Projects (Antalya), AVTO (Istanbul), Darağaç (Izmir), Kendine Ait Bir
Oda (Izmir), Loading (Diyarbakır), NOKS (Istanbul), Orta
Format (Digital), Performistanbul (Istanbul).

In June 2020, SAHA issued an open call for a sustainability fund to
support artists, curators or collectives with an existing production interrupted by
the COVID-19 pandemic or with a new project proposal addressing key issues
that have arisen due to the pandemic. Receiving 146 applications from 16
different cities in Turkey, SAHA selected 21 different projects to be supported
and completed until 2022. Supported projects: 
AICA Turkey, Atış Serbest, amberPlatform/BİS, Berat Işık, Body in
Perform, Burak Kabadayı, CANAN, Çınar Eslek, Dilşad Aladağ-Eda Aslan-
Esen Karol, Elif Öner & Evrim Kavcar, Ferhat Özgür, Geniş
Açı Project Office, Kıymet Daştan, Gözde Mimiko Türkkan, Müge
Yıldız, Omuz, PASAJ, Pelin Kırca, SKA, TAPA, Volkan Aslan. 
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