
Since 2011, SAHA has supported over 400 artists, curators, art writers, and
initiatives in collaboration with 170 art institutions in 39 different countries by
raising funds for art projects thanks to its members and supporters. We wish
everyone we cross paths with a healthy and fruitful 2022, for which we can
already announce below grants, projects, and collaborations. 

Please check SAHA website and follow us on social media, for the updates on
our projects, open calls, and collaborations. 

How to apply

International non-profit art institutions may apply SAHA for the projects of artists
and curators from Turkey. Applications can be accepted continuously on the
condition that they are submitted a minimum of 6 months prior to the date of
the launch/opening of the project. SAHA’s grant scheme prioritizes production
costs of new artworks and artists' books. 

Derya Akay | Toronto Biennial, Canada

SAHA provides support for Derya Akay’s new project Queery Dowry, for the
"Toronto Biennial of Art 2022", “What Water Knows, the Land
Remembers.” Curated by Candice Hopkins, Katie Lawson, Tairone Bastien with
the curatorial fellows Chiedza Pasipanodya and Sebastian De Line, the second
edition of the Biennial will take place 26 March 2022 – 5 June 2022., Akay’s
body of works investigates the history of cotton and wool production of the
artist's ancestral home, Adana, with regards to the artist's own diverse heritage
(Yörük-Ramadanian-Greek-Armenian-Kurdish) and queer-trans identity.

Müge Yılmaz | Museum Arnhem, Netherlands

SAHA provides production support for the artist Müge Yılmaz’s latest
work Goddess Theory commissioned for the opening of the renovated Museum
Arnhem. Curated by Manon Bratt, the exhibition “Best Before" will be held on
14 March 2022 – 8 January 2023. The show’s concept circles around nature,
biodiversity, environment, and climate.  As an artist who finds inspiration in
themes such as human rights, our anthropogenic impact on the environment,
ecofeminist ethics, and reproductive rights, Müge Yılmaz anticipates a futuristic
village run by women who endure through their primitive knowledge of living
with nature around the year of 3500 in her new installation.

Hera Büyüktaşçıyan | Sydney Biennale, Australia

SAHA provides support for Hera Büyüktaşçıyan’s new project, commissioned
for the "23rd Sydney Biennale", curated by Paschal Daantos, Anna Davis,
Hannah Donnelly, Talia Linz, and the artistic director José Roca, on 12 March
2022 – 13 June 2022. Titled “Rīvus”, the 23rd Biennale focuses on waterways
and weaving and primarily on sustainability. While referring to the colonial
history of its site Pier 2/3, Fishbone VI is a site-specific kinetic sculpture which
has close connections to language, and culture as a manifestation of
Büyüktaşçıyan’s ongoing interest in language, labor, power, migration, and
water. 

Sena Başöz | TAVROS Space, Greece

SAHA provides support for Sena Başöz’s new project at TAVROS Space, Locus
Athens. The exhibition, “There is Nothing Inevitable About Time” unfolding in
three chapters with works in-flux meditating on “being” in time opens on 5
March 2022 with the participation of Etel Adnan, Meriç Algün, Francis Alÿs with
Julien Devaux, The Athens Zine Bibliotheque, Sena Başöz, Eric Baudelaire,
Euphrosyne Doxiadi, FRMK, Konstantinos Giotis, Karrabing Film Collective,
Lala Meredith-Vula, The Otolith Group, Malvina Panagiotidi, Corinne Silva,
Praneet Soi, Ritu Sarin & Tenzing Sonam, Sasha Streshna.

Fahrettin Örenli | LOOP, Seoul, South Korea

SAHA provides production support for the artist Fahrettin Örenli’s solo
exhibition at LOOP, "THE GENE OF CITIES ->The Organic Cities [made up of
‘us]", curated by Sun Mi Lee, held on 16 February 2022 – 27 March 2022. The
artist exhibits a whole body of works that concentrate by and large on the
artist’s query on “How do Money and Cities influence the construction of
sustainable knowledge and the role of science and technology.” Through his
works, the artist seeks to reveal the organic similarity between a human and a
city which he sees as a living creature while constantly reminding viewers that
the soul of a city is money. 

Köken Ergun, Kathmandu Triennale, Nepal

SAHA provides support for Köken Ergun’s new project at "Kathmandu Triennale
2077", held on 11 February – 11 March 2022. Curated by the artistic director
Cosmin Costinas and co-curators Sheelasha Rajbhandari and Hit Man Gurung,
"KT2077" is set as the largest contemporary art event in Nepal. The Nepal
Corridor Project is a part of a larger survey titled Invisible Labor that pursues to
visually map and analyze the ongoing and future impact of China’s Belt and
Road Initiative with a special focus on its environmental effects and the
conditions of workers who built mega infrastructure projects. Collaborating with
local artists, actors and musicians, Köken Ergun uses the map as a medium to
explore colonial pathways and their postcolonial impacts.

Volkan Kızıltunç | Haifa Museum of Art, Israel

SAHA provides publication support for Volkan Kızıltunç’s solo exhibition at
Haifa Museum of Art, held on 10 February 2022 – 11 June 2022. Curated by
Kobi Ben-Meir, Kızıltunç displays two of his video works: The
Unspectacular (2012), and The Look (2014) through which the artist ponders
upon the global phenomenon of transformation that individuals and their
environments undergo in times of gentrification.

Sinopale 8 | Participants from Turkey, Sinop, Turkey

SAHA provides support for "Sinopale 8 (International Sinop Biennial)", held on
8 December 2021 – 1 June 2022, with the theme Upcycling. With the concept
of upcycling, Sinopale 8 aims to reevaluate and interpret the works in
Sinopale's 15-year archive under today's conditions. For this purpose, within
the scope of "Sinopale 8", curated by Beral Madra, Emre Zeytinoğlu, T. Melih
Görgün, Jonathan Habib Engqvist, Mürteza Fidan, Işın Önol & Livia Alexander,
Rana Öztürk and Lars Ebert, Mahir Namur, Nil İlkbaşaran, who were also
curators in previous biennials, online meetings, artist talks and film screenings
will be held with dozens of artists who have taken part in past biennials.

SAHA Sustainability Fund 2022

Through a local open call, SAHA provides support for 12 independent art
initiatives from 8 different cities in Turkey and online platforms throughout the
year, within the scope of SAHA Sustainability Fund. SAHA also provides
assistance to the initiatives to develop new projects and connections. Initiatives
supported by SAHA until the end of 2022 are:

A4 Open Art Space, Diyarbakır
Altatölye, Ankara
Arazi, Mardin
Çıplak Ayaklar Kumpanyası, İstanbul-Bursa
Darağaç, İzmir 
KIRIK, online
KOLİ Art Space, İstanbul
Kültürhane, Mersin
Loading, Diyarbakır
m-est.org, online
Monitor, İzmir
sub, Çanakkale

SALT | The Sequential, Istanbul & Museo Reina Sofia,

Madrid, Spain 
Since early 2021, SAHA has provided support for solo exhibitions by Barış
Doğrusöz, Deniz Gül, Volkan Aslan, the duo exhibition of Fatma Belkıs & Onur
Gökmen and the upcoming exhibition of Aykan Safoğlu at SALT Galata, within
the scope of The Sequential. Selected together with the Reina Sofia team, five
video works from The Sequential were screened on 19-20 November 2021, at
Museo Reina Sofía following artist talks and Q&A. The Sequential will be also
included in the 2022 programs of two other member institutions of
L’Internationale—Muzeum Sztuki Nowoczesnej w Warszawie (Warsaw) and M
HKA, The Museum of Contemporary Art (Antwerp).

Köken Ergun | Jakarta Biennale, Indonesia

SAHA provides support for Köken Ergun’s new project at Jakarta Biennale
2021: ESOK, curated by Grace Samboh, Sally Texania and Qinyi Lim, held on
21 November 2021 – 21 January 2022. The word ESOK is derived from
Indonesian “besok”, which means tomorrow.  Whilst “besok” refers to the day
after today, ESOK is inclined towards the future, with a strong sense of
urgency; the immediate future. Ergun’s new project deals with the global
expansion of China, by way of its Belt and Road Initiative.

Necla Rüzgar | GRIMMWELT Kassel, Germany

SAHA provides publication support for Necla Rüzgar’s solo exhibition at
GRIMMWELT Kassel, held on 4 November 2021 – 24 April 2022. Rüzgar’s first
international solo exhibition “My Name Is Written on Every Page” displays
about forty drawings of her eponymous series. In addition to this exhibition, her
work will be the theme of a trilingual publication showing a compendium of her
complete works. 

Hera Büyüktaşçıyan | New Museum Triennial, New York,
USA

SAHA provides production support for the artist Hera Büyüktaşçıyan’s project
for the "5th New Museum Triennial 2021", held on 28 October 2021 – 23
January 2022. Curated by Margot Norton and Jamillah James, “Soft Water
Hard Stone,” taken from a Brazilian proverb, brings together works across
mediums by forty artists and collectives from around the world.

SAHA Studio | Curatorial Program | Art Writing 

Located in Beyoğlu, Istanbul, SAHA Studio hosts not only artists in
residency but also writers and curators from Turkey and abroad. SAHA
Studio opened its doors to the public in September, for end-of-term exhibition
and events premiering new works of artists Yasemin Nur, Onur Gökmen, Ege
Kanar, Bengü Karaduman, and Merve Ünsal. Click here for artists' videos at
SAHA Studio in 2021.

As of mid-October, SAHA Studio hosts 5 new artists: Eser Epözdemir, Berat
Işık, Ali Miharbi, İz Öztat, and TUNCA; to work at SAHA Studio until
SAHA Studio Open in May 2022.

As for SAHA Art Writing, the writer-in-residency Murat Alat completed the
series "Living Matter" focusing on the artworks, that investigate the potentials of
the matter and go into its different states, selected from the projects supported
by SAHA in the previous ten years. Initiated in 2019 to support independent art
writers, SAHA Art Writing continues in collaboration with m-est.org led by
curator Özge Ersoy and artist Merve Ünsal in 2022.

SAHA Collaborations | Octopus Programme | ISCP |
Rijksakademie | Slavs and Tatars | TAAS

Through its institutional partnerships, SAHA facilitates the participation of artists
and curators from Turkey in international residency and research programs.

Following Barış Göktürk's residency in Fall 2021, artist Sümer Sayın will
participate in the three-month residency program at ISCP in New York in Spring
2022 in partnership witH SAHA.

Cihad Caner attends the two-year studio program at the Rijksakademie in
Amsterdam with SAHA’s support.

In partnership with SAHA, Slavs and Tatars Studio has invited curator Aylime
Aslı Demir to live and work in Berlin for two months.

Two participants from Turkey will attend The Alternative Art School’s online
program in 2022.

SAHA Studio artist Eser Epözdemir and alumnus Bengü Karaduman
continue the Octopus Programme curated and coordinated by Başak Şenova
of University of Applied Arts Vienna until Summer 2022 in collaboration with
various curators, art academies and institutions in Africa, Europe, and the
Eastern Mediterranean.
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